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Introduction 
 
Thank you for registering for ‘Organic Agriculture Symposium: Fundamentals for Professionals’. The 
Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada (OACC) is collaborating with provincial organic 
specialists from across the country to host this symposium. This event is designed for 
agricultural professionals to learn more about organic agriculture and research. Funding for 
this symposium is provided by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s ‘Advancing Canadian 
Agriculture and Agri-Food’ (ACAAF) program. This symposium is also supported by the 
Canadian Farm Business Management Council which is facilitating live web broadcasting of 
this event.   
 
This is a two-part symposium scheduled for October 28 and December 2, 2008.  
 
This registration package contains information about organic resources, upcoming organic 
events, and a contact directory for conference participants and organic specialists across the 
country.  
 
If you have any question about this event please contact Kristen Lowitt, Research Symposia 
Coordinator at 902-896-3481 or klowitt@nsac.ca.  If you require technical assistance, during 
the event, please call Kristen Lowitt at 902-921-1106 (cell). Please note we have recently 
become aware that firewalls on some networks may prevent you from viewing the web 
broadcast. If you encounter this problem, please contact Kristen Lowitt.  

mailto:klowitt@nsac.ca
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Conference Program 
 

Organic Agriculture Symposium: Fundamentals for Professionals 
Part I: Introduction to Organic Agriculture 

Tuesday October 28, 2008 
 

* All times are in Atlantic Standard Time. Please confirm the time in your time zone.  
 
1-1:20 pm    Introduction and opening remarks  
   Andy Hammermeister, Manager, OACC 
 
1:20-1:50 pm  Organic marketing: Trends in the marketplace and the challenges and 

opportunities in marketing organic products 
 Gunta Vitins, VP Marketing, SunOpta 
 
1:50-2:20 pm  Regional discussion period followed by a Q&A session with Gunta 

Vitins 
 
2:20-2:40 pm Transitioning to organic agriculture 
 Rupert Jannasch, Transition Specialist, ACORN 
 
2:40-2:55 pm Economics of Organic Grain Production  
 Loic Dewavrin, Longpres Farm 
 
2:55-3:10 pm Economics of Organic Horticulture Production 
 Wolfgang Pfenning, Pfennings Organic Farm 
 
3:10-3:40 pm Regional discussion period followed by a Q&A session with Loic 

Dewavrin and Wolfgang Pfenning 
 
3:40-4:20 pm  Regional networking and discussion break with refreshments.    
 
4:20-5:00 pm  Organic products regulations, standards, permitted substances and 

the certification process 
Janine Gibson, Executive Secretary, Organic Federation of Canada and Director 
representing the Organic Food Council of Manitoba 
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5:00-5:30 pm Regional discussion period followed by a Q&A session with Janine 
Gibson   

 
5:30-5:35 pm Closing remarks 
 Andy Hammermeister, Manager OACC 
 

Part II: Organic Production Systems 
Tuesday December 2, 2008 

 
1:00-1:05 pm Opening Remarks 
 Andy Hammermeister, OACC 
 
1:05-1:25 pm Philosophy of organic systems 
 Ralph Martin, OACC  (No Q&A session) 
 
1:25-1:45 pm Soil health and fertility 
 Derek Lynch, OACC (No Q&A session) 
  
1:45-2:15 pm Horticulture cropping systems 
 Frederic Theriault, Les Fermes Tournesol 
 
2:15-2:35 pm Horticulture cropping systems: a farmers’ perspective 
 Harvie Snow, Snow Farms, British Columbia 
 
2:35-2:45 pm Regional discussion period  
 
2:45- 2:55 pm Q&A session with Frederic Theriault  
 
2:55-3:00 pm   Q&A session with Harvie Snow 
 
3:00-3:30 pm Grain cropping systems 
 Martin Entz, University of Manitoba 
 
3:30-3:50 Grain cropping systems: a farmers’ perspective 
 Guy Gauthier, La Ferme Belvache 
 
3:50-4:10 pm Regional networking and discussion break with refreshments. 
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4:10-4:20 pm Q&A session with Martin Entz  
 
4:20-4:25 pm  Q&A session with Guy Gauthier 
 
4:25-4:55 pm Livestock production systems 
 Anne Macey, Chair Livestock Working Group, CGSB Organic Agriculture 

Technical Committee 
 
4:55-5:15  Livestock production: marketing and distribution 
   Ted Soudant, Field Gate Organics  
 
5:15-5:25 Regional discussion period 
 
5:25-5:35 Q&A session with Anne Macey 
 
5:35-5:40 Q&A session with Ted Soudant 
 
5:40-5:45 pm Closing remarks 
 Andy Hammermeister, Manager OACC 
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Speaker List 
October 28, 2008 
Andy Hammermeister 
Dr. Andy Hammermeister is the Manager of the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada and 
is an Assistant Professor of the Nova Scotia Agricultural College in Truro. Andy grew up on 
a mixed beef and grain farm in southeast Saskatchewan. He has a Bachelor’s degree in 
Agriculture from the University of Saskatchewan, and a Master’s degree in Land 
Reclamation, and a PhD in Applied Ecology from the University of Alberta. Andy has 
worked with the OACC since 2002, conducting research on crop rotations, soil 
amendments, pesticide risk reduction in soybean, variety trials of soybean, wheat, lupin and 
flax, oilseed pumpkin production, and wireworm control. As manager of OACC, Andy 
currently is working toward establishing research priorities across Canada, and linking the 
needs of producers with researchers and funding agencies. 
 
Gunta Vitins 
Gunta has over 25 years experience in the agri-food industry in the areas of production, 
marketing, trade, business and industry development, and governmental affairs. She has 
spearheaded several innovative agri-food initiatives in the public and private sectors 
throughout Canada, focusing on the organic industry for the past 18 years. In 1998, Gunta 
joined Pro Organics, Canada's largest distributor of organic produce, where she continues to 
implement innovative marketing program as Vice-President of Marketing. Gunta also holds 
the dual role of Director of Public Relations for SunOpta Inc, Pro Organics' parent 
company which has extensive global operations involved in sourcing, processing, packaging 
and distributing organic and natural foods.  
 
Rupert Jannasch 
Rupert Jannasch is an experienced agronomist with research experience in conventional and 
organic crop and livestock production. He is the Organic Transition Specialist with the 
Atlantic Canadian Organic Regional Network (ACORN), providing assistance to new 
entrants to organic farming and individuals wishing to make the transition from 
conventional farming to certified organic production. He is also the owner/operator of 
Avonmouth Farm in Hants County, Nova Scotia, producing certified organic blueberries, 
raspberries, tomatoes and mixed vegetables. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

                          

7

Loic Dewavrin 
Longpres Farm, Quebec 
Since 1993, Loïc Dewavrin has been operating a second generation farm in Les Cedres, 
Quebec with his two brothers. The enterprise was founded in 1977 and is now over 1500 
acres of certified organic crops. Longpres is among Quebec's leading organic farms, growing 
a variety of organic grain crops, including wheat, soybeans, barley, corn and sunflowers. 
They successfully integrate cover crops into their grain rotations and have developed a lot of 
their own equipment for managing residues and weeds. They also press oil from their seed 
crops. 
 
Wolfgang Pfenning, Pfennings Organic Farm 
Wolfgang was born and raised on his parents’ organic farm in Germany. In 1981, he moved 
with his family to Canada to continue the tradition of organic farming. Wolfgang has studied 
a diverse range of topics including farming, composting, soil science, welding, metal 
fabrication and machining, electronics, automotive, refrigeration, meteorology, aviation, sales 
and managing people. With these skills, Wolfgang had the opportunity to help build 
Pfennings Organic Vegetables. Pfennings now employs 50 people and farms 450 acres 
including 220 acres of vegetables. Pfennings also packages vegetables for retail and markets 
vegetables for 35 other farms. To gain a market share of Canadian grown produce, 
Pfennings communicates with growers to produce high quality vegetables in demand in the 
marketplace. Pfennings runs a distribution business to sell directly to stores and 
supermarkets. Wolfgang had a major role in establishing the packing lines, marketing 
strategy, and grower relationships. 
 
Janine Gibson 
Janine Gibson, the provincial representative of the organic sector in MB on the Organic 
Federation of Canada, provides organic industry guidance to the new Canadian Organic 
Office of the CFIA. Ms Gibson continues to serve as the Chair person of the Organic Food 
Council of MB -COG and as the past president of Canadian Organic Growers (COG) in 
their work supporting the development of organic agriculture. An active inspector inspecting 
Crop, Livestock and Processing Operations for 12 certifiers over the last 15 years, Janine 
studied Human Ecology at the U of MB and Psychology at the U of WPG. She is an 
accredited member of the Independent Organic Inspectors Association, delivering trainings 
on the organic inspection process internationally and represents IOIA on the Organic 
Standards Committee of the Canadian General Standards Board.  
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December 2, 2008 
Ralph Martin 
Ralph Martin grew up on a farm in Southern Ontario and completed 2 degrees at 
Carleton University and a PhD at McGill University. He has been on faculty at the 
Nova Scotia Agricultural College since 1990, where he conducted research in forage 
agronomy and sustainable agriculture. In 2001, he founded and has since been the 
director of the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada, to strengthen the science and 
practice of organic agriculture in Canada. 
 
Derek Lynch 
Derek Lynch PhD., M.Sc. PAg., is Assistant Professor and Canada Research Chair in 
Organic Agriculture at the Nova Scotia Agricultural College, in Truro, Nova Scotia.  He is a 
professional agrologist with over 20 years experience in cropping systems and agricultural 
resource management, and has been a member of the Canadian Society of Agronomy for the 
past fifteen years. He is currently chair of the Expert Committee on organic agriculture. 
Derek completed his BSc in Agronomy, followed by an MSc on soybean physiology, at 
McGill University. From 1993 to 1998, Derek co-managed a consulting partnership 
providing research and advisory services to the agricultural sector in Atlantic Canada in soil 
fertility, waste management and the design of resource-efficient cropping systems. His PhD 
(through Univ. of Guelph), focused on soil fertility and organic matter dynamics under 
perennial forages. Derek’s teaching and research experience and interests include; Organic 
crop production, nutrient cycling and soil organic matter management in agro-ecosystems, 
soil microbiology, and productivity of grassland/forage systems.  Derek is currently an 
Eastern Director for the Canadian Society of Agronomy. 
 
Frederic Theriault 
Frédéric Thériault completed a masters degree in Plant Sciences and Organic Horticulture at 
McGill University in Québec. In 2006-2007, he taught courses at the MacDonald campus of 
McGill University including ‘Principles of Plant Science’ and ‘Ecological Agriculture 
Systems’. In 2005, he started a diversified organic market garden with four other people that 
he had met during his university years. Since then the farm, La Ferme Coopérative Tourne-
Sol, a workers coop, has grown to become a 200 member community supported agriculture 
(CSA) farm. The farm also sells at two farmers markets during the spring, summer and fall. 
 
Harvie Snow 
Harvie Snow operates Snow Farms, a certified organic horticulture farm in British Columbia.  
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Martin Entz 
Martin Entz is a professor of agriculture at the University of Manitoba specializing in 
cropping systems research. He works on sustainable agricultural systems with fellow 
researchers, students, technicians, farmers, and interested citizens. 
 
Guy Gauthier 
Guy Gauthier has been the owner of and partner with three brothers and his parents in Les 
Fermes Belvache since 1983 and Ferme La Belle Laitière inc. since 1992. Les Fermes 
Belvache produces organically grown crops of wheat, soybeans, corn and hay on 570 
hectares of land and sells certified crops to producers, millers and dealers. The enterprise 
also does custom work with its machinery, such as grading, seeding, baling, combining and 
snow clearance, and sells organic fertilizer in the area. The company has nine employees. 
The Ferme La Belle Laitière inc. operation consists of a purebred dairy herd and 150 
hectares under crops. The enterprise has five employees. Gauthier has been the President of 
the Syndicat des producteurs de grains biologiques du Québec (Quebec organic grain 
producers union) since 2005 and is one of the founding union executives.  
 
Anne Macey 
Anne Macey currently chairs the Livestock Working Group of the CGSB technical 
committee on organic agriculture and is a member of the ECOA Animal Welfare Task 
Force. She has been involved with the publication of two COG books on organic livestock 
production  - as the editor of the "Organic Livestock Handbook" and a contributing writer 
of  "Living with Worms in Organic Sheep Production".  Anne has been active in the organic 
sector for 25 years. She is a past president of COG (Canadian Organic Growers), and is 
now the Director of COABC’s Accreditation Board and a member of the Accreditation 
Committee for the International Organic Accreditation Service. She also occasionally works 
as an organic inspector and is responsible for COG's organic statistics project.   
 
Ted Soudant 
Ted Soudant has over 30 years of experience in marketing and distribution in the food 
industry. His current position is President of Field Gate Organics Inc. and FGO Organic 
Processing Ltd. and Chair of the Organic Council of Ontario (which covers all sectors of the 
organic industry). Field Gate Organics Inc. was formed on May 3, 2003 by 12 certified 
organic beef producers and now represents 32 certified organic farmers producing organic 
beef, pork, lamb, chicken and turkey. There are 20 other certified organic farmers who 
produce for Field Gate Organics Inc. Field Gate markets and distributes to its two retail 
stores, retail chains, butcher shops, restaurants and other wholesale outlets. As of September 
2006, Field Gate Organics Inc. acquired a new kill and processing plant allowing them full 
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control of the organic product they market ensuring the stability and quality they require for 
the organic industry. It is Field Gate Organics Inc.’s plan to have this organic plant federal 
by early 2008. 
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Organic Resources 

Virtual tour of organic gems on the internet or OACC’s “Top 50” Picks of the Best Organic 
Websites 
 

Jane Morrigan, M.Sc., P.Ag. 
 
As Website Coordinator for the OACC I regularly visit hundreds of websites dealing with 
organics, and so my aim is to conduct a virtual tour of some of the best websites to use in 
tracking down information about organic farming. Whether you are a producer, researcher, 
small-holder, gardener, student or consumer, there are interesting websites to help you learn 
more about organics and connect with the pulse of the organic movement in Canada and 
abroad. Some websites are better than others, and I will attempt to steer you towards those 
ones that are easy to use and which provide the most scientifically credible, practical 
information. 
 
For your convenience, I have prepared a webpage (www.oacc.info/internet_gems.asp) on 
the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada (OACC) website that contains links to the “Top 
50” websites that I recommend as excellent sources of information about organics. This way 
you will not have to worry about scribbling down a zillion web addresses! 
 
 
About Jane Morrigan, M.Sc., P.Ag. 
A former dairy farmer, Jane returned to university in mid-life and earned a Master of Science 
degree in Agriculture from Dalhousie University at the Nova Scotia Agricultural College 
(NSAC). She has worked for the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada (OACC) for the past 
six years as Website Coordinator, teaches Animal Welfare at the NSAC, and continues to 
raise a few animals on her farm in Pictou County, Nova Scotia. She can be reached at 
jmorrigan@nsac.ca   

http://www.oacc.info/internet_gems.asp
mailto:jmorrigan@nsac.ca
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Program Support for Organic 
 
Across Canada there are many organic specific programs and services offered by various 
federal, provincial and other agencies to support organic food and farming endeavours.  
Following is a list of many examples of these from across the country.  In all cases there are 
also many other programs available to farmers, including organic producers, on a range of 
topics.  In addition to these programs which are mainly aimed at farm production, there are 
also many support programs for other levels of the food value chain. 
 
As might be expected, provinces have developed different approaches to supporting organic 
according to regional priorities and resources.  This is largely a list of what is available for 
this fiscal year as of September 2008, although programs are always changing.  For example, 
next year’s programs will be influenced by the new “Growing Forward” initiatives. 
 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

 $7.2 M ACAAF (74 projects 2004-2008) 
o Numerous regional projects 
o Some projects conducted by OACC 

 Development of standards and regulations - ongoing support for past 10 years 
through AAFC and CFIA. 

 Organic Value Chain Round Table 
 Some research projects now underway in organic 

 
British Columbia 

 $1 Million (2003-05) to develop Organic Sector Development Program 
 $300,000 to Certified Organic Associations of BC to support extension position for 

3 years (2007-09) 
 Designated specialty classes within quota commodities to better integrate specialty 

production in the supply managed sectors  
 $42,000 from BC Organic Sector Development Program to March 2009 for Animal 

Welfare Project 
 
Alberta 

 $75,000 this year from APF grants for Organic market expansion. 
 $280,000 from industry and Ag Consortium fund over the next three years for 

research in Organic Dairy transition. 
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 $50,000/yr to OACC to support organic research coordinator 
 Organic Harmonization project coordinator hired through OFC 
 Several projects funded from Alberta Opportunity Fund  

 
Saskatchewan 

 $2.2 Million 2007 for organic export development and research 
o $100,000/yr support to U of S/OACC researcher working in SK 
o $100,000 to Saskatchewan Organic Directorate (SOD) for manual and 

project development (tops up previous $125,000 to SOD)  
o $440,000 to U of S for organic research chair  
o $1 Million marketing development (to companies who are exporting organic, 

mitigate risk for lack of payment, shipping costs) 
o $210,000 from SK Ministry of Environment to SOD for education, 

branding, web, classroom  
o ~$200,000 for other research projects 

 
Manitoba 

 The Organic Agricultural Products Act (Nov 2007) requires all organic products to 
be certified (takes effect when federal regulation takes effect) 

o Includes intra-provincial trade. 
 $30,500 to OACC for Cover Cropping & Roller project (Ag. Sustainability Initiative) 
 Manitoba Organic Transition Program. $338,000/3 yrs 

o Two-thirds of certification fees will be reimbursed up to $800 per year per 
producer or processor (max $1600) for transition and first year certification. 

 
Ontario 

 $200,000 to Organic Council of Ontario 2007 plus $200,000 to OCO in 2008 
 Approx $875,000 for five “New Directions” organic research projects started in 2007 

and 2008 
 Support for Organic Dairy Research Centre at U of G, Alfred Campus (certified 

organic land and dairy) 
 
Quebec 

 $450,000 per year for certification/accreditation programs to CARTV 
 Funding for farm study clubs (Agro-Environmental program) – some organic 
 $1 M per year for research and grower education projects 
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 $5 M / 5 years (2008 - 2012) for the development of organic agriculture to increase 
the production of organic products to meet consumer demand 

 Financing of the Ministry of Agriculture of Quebec ( MAPAQ) for 14 advisers in 
organic farming working especially with companies in starting up 

 
New Brunswick 

 $90,000 under the 2008 Organic Development Initiative (Training and Advisory 
Services, Soil Improvement, Infrastructure to improve OFFS and meet the organic 
standards, and certification).  

 $15,000 to OACC for the continuation of the 2007 Organic Grain Research Project 
(NB/AAFC Shared funding)  

 
Prince Edward Island 

 Organic Industry Development Program 2007-2011 ($4.5 Million/5 yrs) 
o Value Chains, economic viability and environmental impact, and agro-

environmental practices  
 Organic Certification assistance to organic growers  (75% to $500 max. per 

operation/yr) 
 
Nova Scotia 

 Provincial programs accessible to organic farmers/agri-buisness: 
o Farm Investment Fund 
o Agri Food Industry Development Fund 
o Strategic Infrastructure Investment Fund (up to 100%). Some additional 

funding to OACC for research projects ($100,000) 
 
Other supports 

 Organic specialists/advisors (crops, livestock, marketing) in all provinces (most listed 
at http://www.oacc.info/Extension/specialists_canada.asp) 

 $50,000 @ PE, NB, NS, AB, $15,000 @ PE, NB, NS to Atlantic Canada Organic 
Regional Network  

 $15,000 @ BC, AB, MB, ON plus AAFC for ACNielsen study 2006 ($125,000 total 
cost) 

 Most provinces and AAFC have some funding arrangements with OACC for 
research projects, joint staff, or other projects 

o OACC also has some funding from NSERC and industry sources 
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U.S.A. 2008 Farm Bill provisions 
 $22M/5yr for the costs of certification for farmers and handlers (75%of costs, up to 

$750) 
 Improved crop insurance program for organic 
 Expands the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to include 

conservation practices related to organic production.  
 Up to $10 M for price reports and production surveys 
 $78M/5yr funding for organic research 
 $11M for National Organic Program 

 
September 2008.  
Collated by Hugh Martin, OMAFRA Organic Crop Production Program Lead. 
Great thanks to all of my colleagues across Canada in collecting this information.  



 
 

 

Canadian Farm Business Management Council: Agriwebinar series.  
 
The Agriwebinar series is a web-based seminar series that brings you the expertise of today’s 
agricultural leaders in the comfort of your own home or office. Agriwebinar is free and 
anyone can participate as long as they have a computer and an Internet connection. Even 
computers connected by a dial-up service can participate.  Visit www.agriwebinar.com for 
more details and to register. Registration is quick and free. Once registered, you will have 
access to all the live Agriwebinars as well as archived pod casts from previous presentations.  
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Upcoming Organic Events 

Exploring the Connection: State of the Science Conference on Pesticides and Cancer 
November 12-13, 2008 
Experts from around the world will lead discussions on the cancer risks of pesticides used 
on agricultural crops at a ground-breaking conference in Toronto organized and hosted by 
the Canadian Cancer Society. Visit www.cancer.ca/pesticidesconference for more 
information.  

Organic Connections, Saskatchewan  
November 16-18, 2008 
Organic Connections was first held in 2004 and continues to be a leading Canadian source 
for the gathering of information and knowledge on all things organic. Organic Connections 
is being held November Sunday 16 to Tuesday November 18 2008 at TCU Place Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan.  
 
The conference kicks off on Sunday afternoon with a workshop, followed by ‘Taste of 
Organic’ an exciting food fair and trade show highlighting organic and sustainable options 
for all. On Monday and Tuesday, participants will attend sessions centered on four themes, 
Connecting, Sustainability, Lifestyles and Farming. Celebrating organic food and farmers is 
an integral part of every Organic Connections event. An “Old Thyme Country Supper and 
Dance” is being held on Monday evening.  
 
While at Organic Connections, every one will be provided an opportunity to expand their 
minds and cultivate their senses through informative workshops, enlightening keynote 
speakers and interactive sessions, all with leading organic community members. Visit 
www.organicconnections.ca for more information.  

Crossing the Barriers, Building Bridges 
November 17-18, 2008 
Recent Canadian successes in food safety and bio-fuels are clear examples of how scientists 
and other professionals are crossing barriers between disciplines. The challenges of health, 
the environment and energy supply, as well as profitable food production, call for more of 
the same. To that end, AIC is holding a conference which will help lead to profitable 
breakthroughs in meeting consumer and societal demands of contemporary agriculture.  
Targeted on how to bridge the gaps and move from the narrowly focused to broad based 
collaboration, the AIC Conference, Crossing the Barriers, Building Bridges, will be held at the 

http://www.cancer.ca/pesticidesconference
http://www.organicconnections.ca/content/special.html
http://www.organicconnections.ca/content/special.html
http://www.organicconnections.ca/content/tradeshow.html
http://www.organicconnections.ca/content/special.html
http://www.organicconnections.ca/content/special.html
http://www.organicconnections.ca/content/speakers.html
http://www.organicconnections.ca/content/program.html
http://www.organicconnections.ca/
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Delta Chelsea Hotel in Toronto, November 17 and 18, 2008. Visit 
http://www.aic.ca/conferences/upcoming.cfm for more details.  
 

Seeding the Future- Growing Together 
November 21-13, 2008 
Great Lakes Community Shared Agriculture Conference. Orillia, Ontario.  

Guelph Organic Conference 
January 22-25, 2009 
Guelph Organic Conference is Canada’s premier organic industry event that combines 
production, research and environmental issues into a 3-day meeting (Jan 22-25, 2009). On 
January 23, the OACC is hosting a Natural Sciences Research session as part of this 
conference that will highlight current crop, soil & livestock research from across Canada. 
Visit http://www.guelphorganicconf.ca for more information  

ACORN Conference 
February 26-28, 2009 
ACORN's 9th Annual Organic Conference and Trade Show will take place in Truro. This 
year’s theme is "Organics: Good for You and Good for the Planet" and will feature 
workshops on health, alternative energy, and environmental issues. The conference will also 
offer a stream of workshops for transitioning to organics, as well as general production and 
marketing. Visit http://www.acornorganic.org/events.html for more information.   
 

 

http://www.aic.ca/conferences/upcoming.cfm
http://www.guelphorganicconf.ca/
http://www.acornorganic.org/events.html
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Directory of Conference Participants 
 
Nova Scotia 
Name Involvement Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Greg Nichols Business Marketing/retail 902-440-0598 gnichols@acadian.ca 
Ralph Martin Researcher Field crops 902-893-6679 rmartin@nsac.ca 
Av Singh Provincial extension 

specialist 
 902-896-0277 a.singh@agrapoint.ca 

Brian Mac Culloch Provincial extension 
specialist 

Environment 902-679-6021 macculbc@gov.ns.ca 

Joanna MacKenzie Researcher Horticulture 902-896-2469 jmackenzie@nsac.ca 
Karen Nelson Technician Soils 902-896-2469 knelson@nsac.ca 
William Allaway Business Marketing/retail 902-826-2312 william@acadianmaple.com 
Brian Hives Production and inspector  Processing 902-386-2474 bhives@ns.sympatico.ca 
Michael Kittilsen Provincial extension 

specialist 
 902-893-3645 kittilma@gov.ns.ca 

Ralph Martin Researcher Field crops 902-893-6679 rmartin@nsac.ca 
Mehdi Sharifi Researcher Soils 902-896-2249 msharifi@nsac.ca 
 
New Brunswick 
Name Involvement Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Susannah Banks Producer association staff  506-454-1736 nbscia@nbnet.nb.ca 
Shonda Babineau Organic feeds distributor  506-858-6178 shonda.babineau@coopatlantic.ca
Monique Senechal Federal government Marketing/retail 506-452-3962 senechalm@agr.gc.ca 
Sherif Falmy Researcher Soils 506-452-4958 fahmys@agr.gc.ca 
Stephanie Cormier Private consultant Field crops 506-473-6661 stephanie.cormier@aernet.ca 
 
PEI 
Name Involvement Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Phyllis Duffy Researcher, UPEI Field crops 902-556-6001 pduffy@upei.ca 
 
Quebec 
Name Involvement Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Nicolas Turgeon Private consultant Policy/regulations 418-380-2100 x 
3801 

nicolas.turgeon@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Micheline Dubreuil MAPAQ Livestock 450-778-6530 x 
238 

micheline.dubreuil@mapaq.gouv.qc.
ca 
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Jean-Francois Private consultant Horticulture 450-546-3697 plassejf@hotmail.com 
Martine Gagnier MAPAQ Horticulture 450-971-5110 martine.gagnier@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 
Louis LaTerreur Provincial extension 

specialist, MAPAQ 
Horticulture 819-986-8544 x 

231 
louis.laterreur@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Maryse Harnois Provincial extension 
specialist 

Horticulture 819-986-8544 
x229 

maryse.harnois@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Virginie Gauthier FADQ Finance/economics 450-776-7145 Virginie.gauthier@fadq.qc.ca 
Sylvain Jette Insurance Field crops 450-778-6635 sylvain.jette@fadq.qc.ca 
Pierre Girouard Business Financial 450-778-6635 pierre.girouard@fadq.qc.ca 
Jude Samur Technician Field crops 819-647-5779 jude.samur@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 
Melanie Ouellet MAPAQ Agronomist 418-286-

3375x258 
melanie.ouellet@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Patrick Chalifour MAPAQ Agronomist 819-820-
3035x235 

patrick.chalifour@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca

Andre Boucher Technician  450-562-8574 andre.boucher@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 
Guy Lapointe Provincial extension 

specialist 
Livestock 819-986-8544 x 

230 
guy.lapointe@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Eugenio Bayancela Private consultant Horticulture 450-967-1700 info@fermesenville.com 
Ermin Menkovic Private consultant Field crops 819-820-8620 emenkovic@cae-estrie.com 
Ms. Laroche  Apples and small 

fruits 
450-226-6236 manonlaroche@sympatico.ca 

Jacynte Lareau Coordonnatrice PSDAB  418 380-2100, 
poste 3580 

jacynte.lareau@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Taillon Philippe-
Antoine 

Private consultant Horticulture 418-353-8166 pataillon@videotron.ca 

Paul Jeantine Insurance Field crops 450-472-1140 paul.jeantine@fadq.qc.ca 
Jean-Francois 
Messier 

Agriculteur Field crops 450-223-4507 jfmessier@yahoo.ca 

Robert Robitaille Provincial extension 
specialist 

Soils 318-986-4550 robert.robitaille@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Andrew Freve Provincial extension 
specialist 

Field crops 450-347-8341 andrew.freve@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Yvon St-Jean Professor  819-849-
9913x2333 

yvon.st-
jean@cegepsherbrooke.qc.ca 

Martine Cote Provincial extension 
specialist 

Horticulture 418-646-8421 martine.cote@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Francois Biron Researcher  819-986-
8544x236 

Francois.biron@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Sylvie Chagnon Insurance  450-778-6635 sylvie.chagnon@fadq.qc.ca 
F Delarosbil Private consultant Livestock 418-388-2324 fedlarosbil@agriconseils.qc.ca 
Simon Duval-
Matte 

Development agent Field crops 819-623-
1545x410 

s.duvalmatte@cld-antoine-
labelle.qc.ca 

Abdelnacer 
Hammoudi 

Private consultant Horticulture 418-388-2282 Abdelnacer.hammoudi@mapaq.gou
v.qc.ca 

Lavoie Gerard Provincial extension 
specialist 

Field crops 450-460-
4447x230 

gerard.lavoie@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 
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Sophie Guimont Private consultant Horticulture 450-9971-
5110x237 

sophieguimont@hotmail.com 

Olivier Paquet Technician Livestock 418-380-
2100x3401 

Olivier.paquet@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Ian Provencher Private consultant Soils 418-392-4466 Ian.provencher@globetrotter.net 
Louis Roy Private consultant Field crops 418-388-2282 Louis.roy@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 
Jonathan Roy Provincial extension 

specialist 
 418-386-8121 jonathan.roy@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Rosaire Trahan Conseillier en grandes 
cultures 

Field crops 418-643-6068 rosaire.trahan@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Hamat Zenab Finance  418-388-
2282x243 

hamat.zenab@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Julie Boissonneault Insurance Horticulture 819-360-9285 julie.boissonneault@fadq.qc.ca 
Frederick Vallee Lender Finance 418-388-2689 frederick.vallee@fadq.qc.ca 
Delphis Porlier Technician Horticulture 418-385-3763 delphis.porlier@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 
 
 
Ontario 
Name Involvement Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Joseph Scaria Private consultant Horticulture 416-298-7488 vsjoseph2007@hotmail.com 
Rick Gras Lender Financial 519-284-

2070x300 
rick.gras@td.com 

Garry Proven Business Field crops 519-842-9912 garry.proven@countryherbs.ca 
Samuel Cuevas Articling agrologist Crops and livestock 416-438-1663 samuel.cuevas@henryschein.ca 
Christoph Kessel Provincial extension 

specialist 
Horticulture  christoph.kessel@ontario.ca 

Marlene Freiwat United Nations Soils, field crops 
and horticulture 

 marlenefreiwat@yahoo.com 

Kristine Swaren Writer Horticulture 613-278-1226 kristine@bluechicory.ca 
Kelley Knight Provincial on-farm food 

safety lead 
Horticulture, crops 
and livestock 

519-826-3289 kelley.knight@ontario.ca 

Meriel Cromarty Federal government Marketing/retail 
(including project 
concept, funding, 
graphics, marketing)

519-281-8574 meriel@forktrend.com 

Kelley Knight Provincial extension 
specialist 

Horticulture 519-826-3289 kelley.knight@ontario.ca 

Lindsay Arthur Provincial extension 
specialist 

Horticulture 519-826-7456 Lindsay.arthur@ontario.ca 

Jim Todd Provincial extension 
specialist 

Horticulture 519-426-3823 jim.todd@ontario.ca 

Andrew Miller Farm Manager Horticulture 613-476-5250 amiller@cherryvale.ca 
Martin Kiefer Business Horticulture 519-577-0010 mkiefer@plantprod.com 
Pam Fisher Provincial extension Horticulture 519-426-2238 pam.fisher@ontario.ca 
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specialist 
Ghulam Hazara Researcher Field crops 519-208-9431 grhazara@gmail.com 
Valerie Hodge Federal government Policy 613-736-3719 valerie_hodge@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Catharine Hooper Federal government Policy 613-736-3469 catharine_hooper@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Scott Houghton Business Eggs 519-897-0204 shoughton@burnbraefarms.com 
Teresa MacNeil Insurance Horticulture 289-407-9845 teresa.macneil@agricrop.com 
Joanna Os Federal government  613-736-3756 joanna.os@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Waseem Safdar Private consultant Field crops 519-781-4198 ch_waseemsafdar@yahoo.com 
Ted Zettel Private consultant Farm management 519-366-9982 jervicfarms@bmts.com 
Martine Mainguy Federal government Field crops 613-736-3926 martine_mainguy@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Marlene Freiwat Articling agrologist Horticulture 905-237-4502 marlenefreiwat@yahoo.com 
Colin Lundy Canadian Organic 

Growers 
Farmer 
outreach/training 

613-489-2948 colin@cog.ca 

Joanne Handley Provincial extension 
specialist 

Livestock 519-826-3323 joanne.handley@ontario.ca 

 
Manitoba 
Name Involvement Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Patty Rosher Business Marketing/retail 204-984-1626 patty_rosher@cwb.ca 
Marvin Dyck Business Horticulture 204-325-4333 marv@kroekers.com 
Helene Bouvier Business/OTA Board Marketing/retail 204-269-0658 hbouvier@OrganicRanchersCanada.

com 
Chris Ens Producer Field crops 204-325-4658 c4kens@gmail.com 
Rejean Picard Provincial extension 

specialist 
Field crops 205-825-8054 rejean.picard@gov.mb.ca 

Larry Fischer Private consultant Livestock 204-871-2109 larryfischer@gov.mbc.ca 
Dennis Beernaert Private consultant Livestock 204-871-4219 dbeernaert@gov.mb.ca 
Rob Berry Provincial extension 

specialist 
Livestock 204-945-7670 robert.berry@gov.mb.ca 

 
Saskatchewan 
Name Involvement Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Judy McKell Private consultant Field crops 306-695-7009 judymckell@sasktel.net 
Bruce Hill Canadian Cherry 

Producers Inc 
Production/process
ing/marketing/rese
arch 

306-963-2632 b.hill@sasktel.net 

Tracy Salisbury University of 
Saskatchewan 
extension/research 
assistant 

Livestock 306-883-3963 salisburyt@sasktel.net 

Myles Bantle Researcher Engineering 306 244-4228 myles@bantle.ca 
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Alberta 
Name Involvement Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Veta Borysiuk Producer Livestock 780-853-4180 wrr@hmsinet.ca 
Rick Corbett   780-484-5502 rickcorbett@shaw.ca 
 
British Columbia 
Name Involvement  Specialisation Phone 

number 
Email 

Trish Graham Ministry of Agriculture Financial 250-387-7169 trish.graham@gov.bc.ca 
Phil Coteau Insurance/Ministry of 

Agriculture 
Agrologist 250-861-7419 phil.croteau@gov.bc.ca 

David Trotter Provincial extension 
specialist 

Agroforestry 604-556-3148 david.trotter@gov.bc.ca 

Heather Meberg Private consultant Field crops 604-841-0764 Heather_niven@telus.net 
Richard King Private consultant Horticulture 250-717-0016 richardking@shaw.ca 
Graham Strachan Provincial extension 

specialist 
Livestock 250-371-6054 graham.strachan@gov.bc.ca 

Melanie Sommerville BC Farm Industry 
Review Board 

Policy/regulations 250-356-8945 firb@gov.bc.ca 

Brad Hicks Business Aquaculture 604-788-4752 bhicks@firstmate.ca 
Carolyn Teasdale Private consultant Field crops 604-841-0765 carolynteasdale@yahoo.ca 
Julie Treloar Private consultant Field crops 604-557-6741 jtreloar@hotmail.com 
Ted Leischner Private consultant Soils 250-499-9471 

 
bctedl1@yahoo.ca 

John Garland Private consultant Pest management 250-493-2469 garlandja@shaw.ca 
Marybel Soto Gomez Private consultant Field crops 604-835-8278 marybel.soto@gmail.com 
Lena Syrovy Private consultant Field crops 778-227-8055 lenasyrovy@hotmail.com 
Karina Sakalauskas Private consultant Field crops 604-841-0767 ksakalauskas@yahoo.com.ar 
Holly Kelly Private consultant Soils 250-862-0801 hkelly@slrconsulting.com 
Hugh Philip Private consultant Insect pest 

management 
250-863-4762 ipm2go@shaw.ca  

 
Ryan Vantreight Producer Field crops 250-652-7777 ryan@daffodil.com 

 

 

Nadele Gurule Private consultant Horticulture 604-710-2501 nadsaw2@gmail.com
Heather Havens Business Organic soil 

management and 
fertilizers 

778-317-3586 heather@gaiagreen.com

Elsie Friesen Provincial extension 
specialist 

Food safety and 
quality 

604-556-3160 elsie.friesen@gov.bc.ca 

Oscar Somasco Private consultant Organic agriculture 250-505-2059 osomasco@shaw.ca 
Paul Jeffares Insurance Horticulture 250-861-7207 paul.jeffares@gov.bc.ca 
Jan Rhodes Insurance Horticulture 250-861-7244 jan.rhodes@gov.bc.ca 
Peter Doig Researcher Soils 604-781-4952 peterd@origino.ca 
Don Field Private consultant Horticulture 604-870-3378 don.field@richardson.ca 

mailto:ryan@daffodil.com
mailto:nadsaw2@gmail.com
mailto:heather@gaiagreen.com
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Kevin Friesen Private consultant Field Crops 604-882-4936 Kevin@hempoilcan.com 
Lauren Froehich Private consultant Horticulture 604-870-3378 Lauren.froehlich@richardson.ca 
Atakilt Haimanot Extension Agronomy  604-732-6350 athaimanot@shaw.ca 
Arzeena Hamir Private consutant Horticulture 604-727-9728 arzeenahamir@shaw.ca 
Jaonne Jacskon 
Johnson 

Producer  867-660-5128 jjj@northwestel.net 

Paul Jeffares Insurance Horticulture 250-861-7207 Paul.jeffares@gov.bc.ca 
Eva Johansson Business Horticulture 250-226-7309 eva@wkp.ca 
Erik Knechtel Business Horticulture 604-467-4728 tpg03@telus.net 
Gayle Krahn  Horticulture 250-550-4827 gkrahn@bctree.com 
Carol Saunders Private consultant Policy 250-450-6791 Saunders.associates@shaw.ca 
Verna Savor Producer Field crops 250-786-5156 vsavor@gmail.com 
Amer Khan  Soils 604-301-9563 amerkhan_973@hotmail.com 
Rose Morrison University of the Fraser 

Valley 
Soils 604-795-2812 rose.morrison@ufv.ca 

Amer Khan  Soils 604-301-9563 amerkhan_973@hotmail.com 
Jessica White Provincial government  (250) 356-7819 jessica.k.white@gov.bc.ca 
Cheryl Laxton Professional agrologist Implement Quality 

Management 
Systems 

604-832-8655 cheryl@laxtonriskmanagement.ca 

Gary Swann Producer  250 723-7692 gwswann@shaw.ca 
Ron Pattermann Sales and consulting Horticulture 250-765-4500 ron@growers-supply-co.com 
Geneve Dagenais Provincial extension 

specialist 
 250-398-4504 geneve.dagenais@gov.bc.ca 

Basil Bactawar Provincial extension 
specialist 

Livestock 604-556-3081 Basil.Bactawar@gov.bc.ca 

Paul Richard Instructor, Kwantlen 
College 

Soils 604-599-2556 paul.richard@kwantlen.ca 

Patricia Jaramillo Agrologist Pest management 604-926-9204 mjaramil@sfu.ca 
Philip Newmarch Researcher Horticulture 778-855-4367 philipseeker@yahoo.com 

 



 
 

 

 
 

                          

25

Directory of Provincial Government and OACC Organic Extension Specialists  

Name Affiliation Province Phone Number Email 
Av Singh AgraPoint NS 902-896-0277 a.singh@agrapoint.ca 
Andy Hammermeister OACC NS 902-893-8037 ahammermeister@nsac.ca 
Claire Hanlon Smith Dept of 

Agriculture 
NS 902-893-4491 hanlonca@gov.ns.ca 

Jane Morrigan OACC NS 902-893-8096 jmorrigan@nsac.ca 
Jamey Coughlin Dept of 

Agriculture 
NS  jcoughlin@gov.ns.ca 

Susan MacKinnon AAFC Research 
Station 

PEI 902-368-5657 sdmackinnon@gov.pe.ca 

Claude Bertheleme AAFC Research 
Station 

NB 506-453-3046 claude.bertheleme@gov.nb.ca 

Danielle Brault Ministère de 
l'Agriculture, 
des Pêcheries 
et de 
l'Alimentation 

QC 450-776-7106 x 
234 

danielle.brault@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Luc Fontaine Ministère de 
l'Agriculture, 
des pêcheries et 
de l'alimentation 
du Québec  

QC 819-820-3001x 223 luc.fontaine@mapaq.gouv.qc.ca 

Hugh Martin Ontario 
Ministry of 
Agriculture, 
Food and Rural 
Affairs 

ON 519-826-4587 hugh.martin@ontario.ca 

Joanne Thiessen Martens OACC MB 204-474-6236 thiesse2@cc.umanitoba.ca 
Marc Boulanger Agriculture, 

Food and Rural 
Initiatives 

MB 204 483-0458 marc.boulanger@gov.mb.ca 

John Hollinger Agriculture, 
Food and Rural 
Initiatives 

MB 204-745-5643 Jhollinger@gov.mb.ca 

Brenda Frick University of 
Saskatchewan 

SK 306.966.4975 brenda.frick@usask.ca 

Chantal Stumborg Ministry of 
Agriculture 

SK 306.798.0945 cstumborg@agr.gov.sk.ca 

Forrest Scharf Ministry of SK 306-787-4666 fscharf@agr.gov.sk.ca 



 
 

 

 

Agriculture 
Keri Sharpe Agriculture and 

Rural 
Development 

AB 780 968-6556 keri.sharpe@gov.ab.ca 

Mateen Khattak OACC AB 780-422-3825 mkhattak@nsac.ca 
Rochelle Eisen COABC BC 250 547.6573 extension@certifiedorganic.bc.ca 
Terri Giacomazzi Ministry of 

Agriculture and 
Lands 

BC 604 556-3082 terri.giacomazzi@gov.bc.ca 
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